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Meeting of the working group on Business development and support for 
entrepreneurship through dialogue project together with the PPP Center 
under the National Investment Agency under the President of the Kyrgyz 

Republic

On November 15, 2022, the American Cham-
ber of Commerce in the Kyrgyz Republic, 
together with the PPP Center under the 
National Investment Agency under the Pres-
ident of the Kyrgyz Republic, held a meeting 
with members and partners of the Сhamber to 
discuss promising PPP projects.

During the meeting, Viktor Linovitsky, director 
of the exhibition company BiExpo, presented 
two promising PPP projects. Thus, one of the 
projects is the transfer of Kyrgyz national 
stands for outsourcing to specialized exhibition 

companies. Another project provided for the 
possibility of building an exhibition pavilion 
on a PPP basis. The representatives of the PPP 
Center welcomed and expressed their support 
for the initiatives expressed.

At the end of the meeting, the participants 
decided on further cooperation and the devel-
opment of PPP.

*The project “Business development and 
support for entrepreneurship through 
dialogue” is funded by the Embassy of the 

United States of America in the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic and implemented by the American Chamber 
of Commerce in the Kyrgyz Republic. The main 
goal of the project is to empower business and 
entrepreneurship by providing a platform for 
public-private dialogue.

On December 20, 2022, the annual traditional 
BOD Networking Night event was organized 
with the support of the AmCham Board of 
Directors, which was attended by members 
and partners of the Chamber.

During the event, guests enjoyed welcome 
drinks, live music from the Hype Show Band, 
met with old friends and expanded their busi-
ness contacts.

The purpose of this event is to create a 
temporary community, within which new 
connections are established, effective commu-
nication and information exchange take place, 
which forms the essence of networking.

Traditionally, a prize draw was held among 
the participants of the event. The list of prizes 
provided by our partners was quite wide 
and varied.

The American Chamber of Commerce team 
is grateful to the members and partners of the 
Chamber for the gifts provided.

➢ Hyatt Regency Bishkek

➢ Coca-Cola Bishkek Bottlers

➢ ABDYSH-ATA LLC

➢ Herbalife 

➢ Sheraton Bishkek

➢ Multibrand Jewerly ORO

➢ Baytur Resort & Spa

➢  Park Hotel Бишкек

Annual Traditional BOD Networking Night
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Business tour to the United States of America for members of the 
American Chamber of Commerce of the Kyrgyz Republic

From November 20 to December 3, 2022, the 
business delegation of the American Cham-
ber of Commerce in the Kyrgyz Republic 
will visit the United States of America. This 
business tour is organized with the support 
of the US Embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic. 
This time, representatives of Kyrgyz compa-
nies will participate in the program: АBD 
Capital LLC, Adis LLC, Alliance Altyn LLC, 
Dordoi-Balykchy LLC, DSKA Engineering 
LLC, Etalon Stroy LLC, Highland Explora-
tion LLC, Makro Construction LLC, Moy 

Dom LLC,  M-Vector LLC,  Olimp Stroi LLC, 
Techno-Center LLC, Tunuke LLC. The main 
goal of the business tour is to provide the 
opportunity for company owners and top 
managers from Kyrgyzstan to learn about 
innovations and principles of the most effec-
tive corporate culture, receive first-hand 
information from the top management and 
find partnership projects.

On November 21, the delegation met with 
Mr. Rodney Fong, President & CEO of San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerse and Ms. 
Anita Huang, Chief of Staff of the Chamber. 
San Francisco Chamber of Commerse is San 
Francisco’s most vibrant business network. 
Within the meeting, representatives of the 
Chamber of Commerce spoke about doing 
business in San Francisco, which aroused the 
keen interest of the Kyrgyz side.  

On the same day, a visit to the Center for 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution in the 
office of the World Economic Forum took 
place, during which the Head of Digital 
Trade at the World Economic Forum, Mr. 
Ziyang David Fan, the Head of Investors in 
the Partner Engagement team at the World 
Economic Forum, Ms. Natalya Guseva, and 
Project Lead for the Digital Trade Portfolio at 
the World Economic Forum, Ms. Yan Xiao, 
discussed the work of the World Economic 
Forum and the Center for the Fourth Indus-

trial Revolution. 

As part of the visit, participants had a tour 
to the University of California, Berkeley, a 
U.S. public research university located in 
Berkeley, California. 

On November 22, the delegation from 
Kyrgyzstan met with Mr. Donovan Lazaro, 

Economic Development Director of City of 
Fremont, CA Government. Mr. Donovan 
Lazaro oversees the facilitation of business 
investments in Fremont that lead to a stron-
ger tax base to support City services and 
enhance the vibrancy of Fremont’s commer-
cial areas.

AmCham delegation visited the Plug nad 
Play Center. Plug and Play Tech Center is 
a global innovation platform, aiming to 

connect early-stage investors, startups, and 
the world’s largest corporations together. 

Daniel Delgado, Program Associate at 
Global Overseas Acceleration & Learning 
(GOAL) conducted a tour for delegates, 
where guests were introduced to the history 
of the company’s creation and its work, and 
were informed of all the advantages of work-
ing at the Plug and Play Tech Center.

After the meeting, the delegation went to 

Stanford University – a private research 
university in the United States, one of the 
most respected and rated in the United States 
and in the world. 

On November 23, within the business tour 
in the United States, Kyrgyz businessmen 
visited the headquarters of influential 
companies and world leaders in the field of 

innovation and technology in Silicon Valley.

Google’s software engineer, Nurbek Sakiev, 
gave the delegation a tour of Google head-
quarters, talking about the company and his 
experience. Googleplex is the headquarters 
of Google Inc., located in Mountain View, 
California, in Silicon Valley. Google has 
managed to create one of the most creative, 
stylish and unusual offices in the technology 
world. 
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Zhanara Ibragimova, PayPal software engi-
neer, took a tour of PayPal HQ, the largest 
electronic debit payment system. 

As part of the visit, the delegation also 
visited the Apple Park Visitor Center, an 
architectural extension of Apple’s campus. 
The delegates were able to get acquainted 
with the innovations embodied in it, find 
out how the world’s largest building with 
natural ventilation was arranged, as well as 
see the largest solar power plant installed in 
the Center.

On November 24, a cultural program was 

organized for the delegation, which included 
visits to such attractions in San Francisco as 
Embarcadero, China Town, Knob Hill and 
Grace Cathedral, the Pacific Heights, the 
Palace of Fine Arts and much more.

On November 28, 2022, within a visit to 
Austin, Texas, the delegation met with repre-
sentatives of ClearBlade and Tech Ranch 
Austin, and a tour of the McCombs School 

of Business was organized. ClearBlade is 
driving enterprise digital transformation 
through Intelligent Assets.

During a meeting at Tech Ranch Austin, the 
company’s Founder & CEO, Kevin Koym, 
held a session “How to Start a Business in 
the United States”. 

The McCombs School of Business, a lead-
ing business school offering undergraduate, 
graduate and doctoral programs for its 
students. 

On November 29, the delegation visited 
the Austin Chamber of Commerce office, 
BioDAF, Center for Global Trade at World 
Affairs Council of Austin and Webber Air 
Cargo, where company representatives 
shared their professional experiences.

Within the meeting, Roland Peña, Senior 
Vice President of the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, spoke about the state of Texas, 

business development opportunities and the 
state’s investment potential. The business 
delegation also visited BioDAF and met with 
John Endendyk, Executive Vice President.

The business delegation met with Ben 
Ramirez, VP & Executive Director at the 
Center for Global Trade. The center focuses 
on engaging Austin residents in international 
affairs and foreign policy issues. During the 

meeting, the delegation participants had 
the opportunity to reveal certain aspects of 
doing business in the Kyrgyz Republic within 
the framework of their business.

Webber Air Cargo is an Austin, Texas-
based corporation that principally provides 
cargo-related airport planning services. 
Michael Webber, the company’s president, 

spoke about his corporation. 

On November 30, within a business visit to 
the United States, with the support of the US 
Embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic, delegations 
visited a number of organizations – Center 
for International Private Enterprise), the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce.

On December 1, the Kyrgyz delegation met 
with representatives of the International 
Trade Administration (ITA) under the US 
Department of Commerce. 

On the same day, a meeting was held with 

representatives of Commercial Law Develop-
ment Program (CLDP). CLDP is a division 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce that 
provides government-to-government legal 
framework technical assistance to improve 
countries’ ability to meet international and 
bilateral trade obligations.

The American Chamber of Commerce in 
the Kyrgyz Republic has been organizing 

business tours for members of the Chamber 
for several years. According to the Manage-
ment of the Chamber, such events increase 
the level of brand recognition abroad, help 
to bring business to a new level and estab-
lish useful contacts. We are confident that 
the delegates of the Chamber will be able to 
get affluent ideas for the companies on the 
business trip!
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Bank of Asia CJSC issued the first Gender Bonds

Herbalife Nutrition winner products in Kyrgyzstan

Three Herbalife Nutrition products became laureates of the annual 
international festival-competition “Choice of the Year” in Kyrgyz-
stan: Aloe vegetable drink - in the nomination “Food product for 
maintaining optimal digestion and digestive processes”, protein 
shakes Formula 1 and Formula 3 - in the nomination “Program for 
weight control and weight loss”.

Nina Kandelaki, Regional Vice-President of Herbalife Nutrition, “For 
many years now, Herbalife Nutrition is named the #1 brand in active 
and lifestyle nutrition and our products regularly win professional and 
consumer awards around the world. Still, we are not complacent with 

what has already been achieved and continue to make sure that our 
product offer is in line with the latest market trends meeting all the 
needs of a modern consumer. For example, we are currently working 
on improving the Formula 1 line: the new formula of our flagman 
product does not contain lactose, gluten, and artificial flavors, and is 
completely suitable for vegans”.

On November 18, 2022, the first Gender Bonds were launched in a 
public auction ceremony. A total of 82,000 bonds, valued at 1,000 
soms each with a total issuance of 82,000,000 soms. The term of 
circulation is 3 years.

The sale of the Gender Bonds was met with strong demand, with bids 
for 25% of the bonds being received within the first half hour. These 
bonds were mainly purchased by the private sector, with prominent 
investors including the Accumulative Pension Fund Kyrgyzstan, Bank 
of Asia shareholder Lee Jong Bek, businessman Jumabek Salymbekov, 
World Class Bishkek CEO Nadira Kasymova, Jubilee Kyrgyzstan 
insurance company, and the Dordoi Association.

The Bank of Asia played a significant role in the launch of these 
Gender Bonds as the first bank-issuer of gender bonds under the 
program of targeted sustainable development and implementation of 
ESG components. The goal of these gender bonds is to raise awareness 
about gender inequality and to empower women, including econom-
ically. By purchasing these bonds, individuals and organizations can 
support initiatives that work towards promoting gender equality and 
empowering women.
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Born to be first

December 11, DevFest 2022 was held in Bishkek.   

Kanda CA was the golden sponsor of the event. For as a company, the development of 
IT-community in the country has always been among the top priorities – so Kanda CA 
were happy to support DevFest in any possible way it can. Three experienced members of 
company team have joined the event as speakers: Kanda CA CTO Andrey Gurinov, Oman 
Abyshev and Aigul Abdrakhmanova. 

Oman Abyshev presented a topic titled “Notes of an airman: consulting and management 
in IT-projects”.  

DevFest 2022

Aigul`s report was titled “Recruiting processes: screening, interviewing and how we make the decision to hire.”  

At the end of the event there was a panel discussion in which Andrey Gurinov was among the panelists. The discussion touched on 
one of the most pressing topics in the IT world: “How layoffs in FAANG affect the IT market and remote services worldwide and in 
Kyrgyzstan in particular”.

The Abdysh-Ata company currently is not only engaged in the 
production of beverages but also supports sports in every way 
including football.

The Abdysh-Ata football club was founded in 2001 and was origi-
nally a simple factory team consisting of enthusiasts and amateurs. 

The team made its debut in the national Major League Football in 
2003. The first success was achieved in 2006 when the team became 
the vice-champion of the country. 

Throughout the history, the team has become the country’s 
vice-champion and bronze medalist, winners and finalists of the 
Cup of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Kant’s Abdysh-Ata made the Double in the 2022 season - won the 
Cup and became the champion of the Kyrgyz Republic in foot-
ball in one season for the first time in the history of the national 
championship.

Today, the Abdysh-Ata football club is one of the best clubs in our 
country. 
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Doscredobank launches gender finance program for recycling

The future lies in the environment. Doscredobank held the first Green 
Investment Forum

Doscredobank and the Business Network for 
waste management in the Kyrgyz Republic 
- WasteNet.KG launch a program of gender 
financing in recycling.

The program will be aimed at developing 
women’s entrepreneurship and increasing the 
efficiency of the waste collection and treat-
ment system in the Kyrgyz Republic, including 
support for small and medium businesses run 
by women entrepreneurs.

The Lady in Green program will offer low-in-
terest (6 per cent per annum) finance.

The funds could be used to implement or 
improve separate waste collection, process 
upgrading, acquisition of necessary equip-
ment and the development of waste collection 
and utilization sites.

*More details on the terms of the Lady in 
green program will be posted on the bank’s 
website after launch.

Doscredobank together with the regional office of GIP in Central 
Asia, AIFC Green Finance Center and GFC Bishkek held the first 
Green Investment Forum in Kyrgyzstan.

Climate crisis and mitigation, standards for sustainable financing, 
green banking, sustainable development tools and the importance 
of moving towards ESG principles were discussed at the event.

Doscredobank is working hard to reduce the negative impact on the 
environment at the level of business strategies and supports projects 
with specific environmental benefits. Within the framework of DCB 
Green, financing programs were introduced to reduce the negative 
environmental impact: green deposit, installments and crediting 

for the installation of energy efficient equipment, installments for 
electric vehicles, etc.

More than 150 people attended the forum, including representatives 
of the presidential administration, the National Bank, the Ambas-
sador of the People’s Republic of China, the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, representatives of the Union of Banks of the 
Kyrgyz Republic, as well as international organizations, commercial 
banks and educational organizations.

The event concluded with a training from the Green finance center 
of AIFC “Basics of ESG-investments”.
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DOSCREDOBANK - World Savings Day results

An annual international campaign, the main objective of which is to promote a culture of savings and financial literacy, has come 
to an end. DOSCREDOBANK has carried out a number of activities to improve financial literacy.

So, within the framework of the World Savings Day, the following events were held:

➢  Akcha-maek event (talk show in TEDx style and financial fair in Bishkek, Kara-suu)
➢  Competition in social networks (Instagram)
➢  Lecture for the KNU students
➢  Live stream on Instagram “Doscredobank about saving methods”
➢  Excursion for students of Naryn
➢ Intellectual game for students “Brainstorming”

Doscredobank constantly holds activities aimed at improving the financial literacy of the population.

Women entrepreneurship exhibition EXPO-2022

The organization and holding of the Expo-2022 was initiated by the regional office of 
“UN-Women” in Europe and Central Asia with the coalition “Demilguluu Ayimdar”, 
“Foundation for the Development of Women Entrepreneurship – She stars” and other 
co-organizing partners under the aegis of “Empowering Women Entrepreneurs”.

In order to support women entrepreneurship Doscredobank developed products: 

➢  Ecoagricultural loan with cashback for business development for women entrepreneurs 
➢  Ethno-loan with cashback for entrepreneurs

Doscredobank pays great attention to creating favorable conditions for women 
entrepreneurship.

                  Doscredobank at the charity race in Samarkand

On November 6, the annual charity marathon Samarkand Marathon was held in Samarkand. 
Participants ran at distances of 42 km, 21 km and 10 km. Congratulations to our colleague 
Azat Alymkulov, who participated in 10 km race with a successful finish. 

During the race Azat supported a group of visually impaired people from Kyrgyzstan, who 
also came to take part in the race. Azat accompanied our compatriots and ran 10 km in the 
pair, the team took second place.

As part of corporate social responsibility, Doscredobank pays special attention to the forma-
tion of a healthy lifestyle and supports personal initiatives of employees.

We are proud of our active and sporty colleagues and once again accept our congratulations!
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Doscredobank transferred an apartment to the family of the deceased 
warrant officer in Batken

Doscredobank provided assistance in the form of a three-room apartment located in Bishkek 
to the family of the deceased warrant officer Kulutbek Abdisamat uulu, who served for the 
frontier guard service in Batken.

Kulutbek Abdisamat uulu died heroically as a result of the armed conflict on the Kyrgyz-Tajik 
border, and he left five children and a spouse.

Doscredobank expresses its deep condolences to the victims of the armed conflict in the 
Batken and Osh regions.

“I’m thankful to the Bank for the rendered assistance, so timely and necessary to our family” , 
thanked the spouse of the deceased.

Previously, the Bank had provided assistance in the form of cash transfers and humanitarian assistance to the residents of Batken 
and Osh regions.

Doscredobank pays special attention to corporate and social responsibility, supporting the people, children’s centers and charitable 
organizations.

Doscredobank opened a free charging station in GUM “Chynar”

The charging station is located in the parking lot of the mall. Drivers of electric vehicles can use the charging station in GUM 
“Chynar” totally free of charge. There are two charging ports in charging station, which allows two electric vehicles to be charged 
at the same time.

Doscredobank is active in the implementation of the 
“DCB Green” program, introducing eco-friendly prod-
ucts that are aimed at environmental impact reduction.

“We strive to contribute to a cleaner and more stable 
environment and to support green transport. One of 
the measures in this direction is the opening of charging 
stations for electric vehicles, because switching to electric 
vehicles significantly reduces the level of air pollution”,  
noted in the bank.

Doscredobank introduced the first “Green” deposit in Kyrgyzstan!
Within the DCB Green program, Doscredobank introduced a 
new product for legal entities – “Green” deposit. The return on 
deposits is up to 14 per cent per annum in local currency.

The main difference of “Green” deposit is its purpose. All depos-
itors’ funds within the framework of this product are aimed at 
introduction and launch of environmentally friendly technologies 
and financing of eco-projects that are consistent with sustainable 
development goals.

“Green Deposit” corresponds to all the principles of effective 
ESG-management, because care for the environment is one of 
the key areas of the bank’s activity in field of corporate social 
responsibility.

“Today there is a worldwide shift to doing business in accordance 
with ESG-principles, which can be briefly disclosed as follows: as a 
representative of any business, you need to think not only about the 
financial outcome, but also about the positive impact on the envi-
ronment, social life and governance. Our bank is actively developing 
a line of products for responsible financing and investment. The new 
deposit will support ESG-strategies of our corporate clients-part-
ners of the bank and will contribute to the gradual transition to a 
clean, energy-efficient and environmentally sustainable economy 
of our country” , said member of the Management Board Azizbek 
Saipidinov. 
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                  AUCA constructs a new building for the National Academy of 
Sciences of Kyrgyzstan  

The American University of Central Asia and 
the Institute of Seismology of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the Kyrgyz Republic 
are together building the basis for enhanced 
opportunities for successful cooperation 
in research. The two institutions created, 
in 2018, a consortium with the aim to 
improve the seismic safety in Kyrgyzstan 
and other Central Asian countries through 
interdisciplinary research and consulting in 
seismology, urbanism and sustainable devel-
opment. Combining the research potential 
of these two well-respected institutions will 
improve the quality of life of our citizens 
through improved planning, construction, 
and provision of vital services of cities. 

The Tien Shan mountains are characterized 
by high seismological activity. More than 
5,000 earthquakes are registered every year, 
7-9 of which are strong with a magnitude 
of 4.5 or more. Seismic monitoring is one 
of the most critical tasks in the region. The 
Institute of Seismology of the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic assesses the seismic risk in the area of 
Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia. The Institute’s 
staff is continuously working on compiling 
earthquake catalogs, conducting macroseis-
mic surveys of the effects of earthquakes, and 
developing recommendations for reducing 
social, economic, and environmental damage 
from earthquakes.

Adequate infrastructure and comfortable 
working conditions are required for this 
research activity. Unfortunately, the current 
facility of the Institute of Seismology, erected 
in the 1980s, has hardly been repaired since 
it was built due to the lack of funds and 
has gradually fallen into disrepair. Due to 
obsolete communications and the lack of a 
heating system, the operation of the building 
has become challenging, especially in winter. 
The construction of a new, modern build-
ing for the Institute of Seismology became a 
strategically important matter for the region.

At the end of 2018, within the framework of 
consortium between AUCA and the Insti-
tute of Seismology, the American University 
of Central Asia received by the decision of 
the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic a 
portion of the territory of the Institute of Seis-
mology for the construction of research and 
educational facilities. AUCA also committed 
to build a new building for the Institute of 
Seismology. The construction project is fully 
funded by AUCA thanks to the support of 
the Open Society Foundations.

After completion of the construction, which 
is currently well underway, the Institute of 
Seismology will take possession of a modern, 
two-story building (with a basement), built 
for its intended use as a headquarters and 
research hub. 

The President of the National Academy of 
Sciences of the Kyrgyz Republic Kanatbek 
Abdrakhmatov is enthusiastic about the 
cooperation with AUCA, “Cooperation with 
AUCA is a great opportunity for us. Over 
the past 30 years, not a single new building 
has been built for the National Academy of 
Sciences. Thanks to the cooperation with 
AUCA, we will receive a new building. In this 
building, in addition to our own research, 
we will conduct joint research projects 
with AUCA”.

Jonathan Becker, AUCA Acting President 
and Bard College Vice-President, is enthusi-
astic about the project, “We are thrilled to see 
this project moving forward. We believe it will 
contribute to new and outstanding research 
opportunities and much improved conditions 
for the Institute of Seismology and tremendous 
opportunities for future cooperation between 
AUCA and the National Academy of Sciences. 
Such cooperative activities are tremendously 
rewarding for both institutions and for the 
future of the Kyrgyz Republic”.

The cooperation between the American 
University of Central Asia and the Institute 
of Seismology will help to bring the learning 
and research capacity of both institutions to 
a higher level, and lay a solid foundation 
for joint interdisciplinary projects aimed at 
improving the quality of life in Kyrgyzstan 
and larger in Central Asia.

“We are delighted to be working closely with the 
National Academy of Sciences of Kyrgyzstan 
on this important project,” said David Lakh-
dhir, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of AUCA. “Not only will this provide the 
Seismological Institute with a new, purpose-
built home, but it will facilitate opportunities 
for future research collaboration between the 
University and the Institute of Seismology in 
service of the needs and interests of the Kyrgyz 
nation”.

According to the AUCA Vice-President and 
Chief Operating Officer Chyngyz Shamshiev, 
who is leading the cooperation between 
AUCA and the Institute of Seismology, 
“The staff of the Institute will be finally able 
to work in comfortable and decent conditions. 
For the first time in the history of the inde-
pendent Kyrgyzstan, the National Academy 
of Sciences will have a brand-new building. 
The cooperation between AUCA and the 
Institute of Seismology is the very first and 
excellent example of an efficient not-for-profit 
research-oriented public-private partnership 
for the benefit of the Kyrgyz science and 
citizens”.

The construction of a new administrative 
building is in full swing. All floors, engi-
neering networks, and windows blocks have 
already been erected. The finishing works are 
underway. It is planned to put the building 
into service in spring 2023.
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                AUCA, Bard College, and USAID are pleased to
announce the commencement of construction of the Makerspace 

AUCA Learning and Design Center

The project, which is funded by AUCA, 
Bard College, and the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID), 
will result in the establishment on AUCA’s 
Bishkek campus of an educational, creative 
and entrepreneurial space, where high-tech 
equipment for the design and production 
of prototypes of innovative products will be 
available for use, both by AUCA students 
and by others in the wider community.

AUCA’s Makerspace Learning and Design 
Center will be open to AUCA’s students and 
faculty, and also to scientists, engineers, 
start-up entrepreneurs, and developers from 
all over Kyrgyzstan. All will be able to use the 
Makerspace and its high-tech equipment for 
communication, learning, exchange of ideas, 
prototyping and even attracting investors.

To allow innovators to bring their ideas to 
life, the Makerspace will be equipped with 
a workshop with special equipment (3D 
printers, laser cutters, robotics kits, sewing 
machines) and a computer laboratory with 
powerful graphics stations. It will also have 
“brainstorming” rooms, learning rooms, 
a large conference room, and spaces for 
communication and individual work. The 
equipment in the Makerspace AUCA Learn-
ing and Design Center, which would be too 
expensive to be affordable by an individual 
innovator, will thus be accessible to students, 
inventors, entrepreneurs and other innova-
tors, due to collective and shared use.

“The Makerspace project represents an excit-
ing opportunity for the University, as host 
to such an innovative design space, for its 
students, who will be able to profit from the 
hands-on learning experiences, it will facil-
itate, and for the wider Kyrgyz community, 
whose creativity and economic dynamism the 
Center is designed to promote,” said David 
Lakhdhir, the Chairman of AUCA’s Board 
of Trustees.

Jonathan Becker, the Vice-President of Bard 
College and Acting President of AUCA, says: 

“We are thrilled that we are moving forward 
with the AUCA Makerspace and very thankful 
to USAID and ASHA for their support. We 
view this as a part of our efforts to ensure that 
AUCA is contributing actively to the develop-
ment of Kyrgyzstan and look forward to when 
it opens and people from across the country 
come there to develop new ideas”.

According to Chingiz Shamshiev, the AUCA 
Vice President and Chief Operating Offi-
cer, who conceived of and has brought the 
Makerspace project to fruition, AUCA 
Makerspace will help young people over-
come personal and social obstacles to their 
growth, which will contribute to the creation 
of a more cohesive, tolerant, and, at the same 
time, diverse and collaborative society. The 
community of makers should not be divided 
by national, religious, and other characteris-
tics. Makers are united by the desire to create 
new things and invent and implement ideas.

Dr. Shamshiev also commented on the 
project’s desire to contribute to the creation 
of a more equitable and prosperous soci-
ety. “Technologies should not be the lot of 
the chosen ones, who use them to preserve 
their privileged position,” he said. “Ordinary 
citizens should have access to modern tech-
nologies, and the ability to use them in the 
interests of a more prosperous, fair and free 
society. Makerspace AUCA is designed to 
contribute to the emergence of free people”.

The makerspace building will be located a 
few dozen meters from the main campus 
of the AUCA. The project of the building 
was developed by the Kyrgyz architectural 
design company “Archidea” and approved 
by USAID. The Kyrgyz company “Karmis”, 
which has considerable experience in the 
construction of multi-story administrative 
and educational buildings, was selected as 
the general contractor for the construction 
following an open tender. The building will be 
constructed following modern requirements 
of energy efficiency, and environmental and 
climate safety. It will also meet the needs of 

people with disabilities.

The AUCA Makerspace Learning and 
Design Center will open opportunities for 
people from different parts of society, includ-
ing women, people with disabilities, people 
rom low-income families, and other groups 
who would not otherwise have access to 
technology. 

The term “makerspace” was coined in 2005. 
The concept sought to combine the popular 
concept of “Do it Yourself ” innovation with 
the potential for harnessing high technol-
ogies. Recently, the concept of makerspace 
began to denote a social movement that 
seeks to popularize technological innova-
tions, make them more accessible to a wide 
range of people, and thereby allow ordinary 
people to be innovators and entrepreneurs. 
The democratization of technologies based 
on the makerspace principle makes it possi-
ble to bring technologies and society closer 
together, and increase the chances that tech-
nologies will be used to solve the problems 
of the general population and improve their 
standard of living.

AUCA’s Makerspace Learning and Design 
Center will work in compliance with the 
principles of diversity, cooperation and 
solidarity, establishing a creative environ-
ment that will facilitate the creation and 
implementation of successful projects in 
cooperation between different groups of 
the population, using innovative think-
ing and entrepreneurial spirit, based on 
the values common to the American and 
Kyrgyz peoples – community, accessibility, 
and entrepreneurship. 
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